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PREFACE 


Tm* catalogue was planned by the late lamented Pandit Mabadom Rlmstri 
11(1,1 baa been wra through the press by Dr. K unban Raja, M.A., D, Pbji. fOxon.;. 
Tins h the work of scholars, and an Officiating Director of the Library, who 
is only carrying on tin* work between the unfortunate demise of one Director 
mnl the necessarily delayed appointment of another, cannot in propriety have 
intieh to say about it. I only sign it to giro the lxx>k oEHeinl anthoritv. 

, P. K. TELANG, 

OjfUsiating Director. 

'‘Nt^ 

"•■v 


"$*s> 
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FORK WORD 


We are placing tefort? the public the first part of the Catalogue of the 
Manuscripts in the Adyar Library. This parr contains wlmt may he called 
Religious Literature (Veda, Punum, etc,]. The Second part will contain 
Secular Literature (Savva, Alankara, Philosophy, etc*). The Catalogue wm 
prepared under the supervision of the late lamented Director Pandit A. Mahu- 
deva Shaatri, and the first 1 00 page* hod already been printed off m his life- 
time. We are issuing this part of the Catalogue exactly as he hail designed 
and prepared it. The second part wil,l be issued soon. 

After the publication of the Catalogue by Dr. F. O. Schrader in llH'i, 
our collection has nearly doubled itself, and a new Catalogue has b<tm long a 
desideratum, in the 1910 Catalogue there wen- mentioned ll,Bi2 MSS, 
distributed under 5,270 titles, The present Catalogue, which refers to only 
about half of oar collection, mentions 9,442 manuscript* distributed under 
4,010 titlos. The sub* joined table will flhdrw the increase under particular 
headings. 

Tim total collection of manuscripts in the Library numbers ahout 20,000. 
An examination of the Cm a login- will show t.hul imr Library has one of the 
bust collections of Indian manuscripts, especially South Indian naturally. As 
the collection of manuscripts Um extruded over M> year* and as no detailed 
descriptive Catalogue, beside* the out* relating to Upautahnd MSS. edited by 
I)r. F. 0- Schrader in 1908, has up till now carefully been prepared, there 
have crept some unavoidable miatakofi into the cataloguing. The saint' work, 
known under different names in different pan*, is sometimes catalogued under 
separate headings. Such mistakes could be corrected only when * careful 
descriptive catalogue is prepared niter due cxnmt nation of every manuscript. 
The present Catalogue roust, from tlva point of view, lies regarded merely as h 
provisional list of manuscript* in the Library, We will try in time to issue 
a detailed descriptive lift uf at U-nst the rare manuscripts which arc of value 
and help to scholars. 




The manwwmptfl are, as we have said, largely South Indian, written 
on palm leaves in Tamil Grantba script nr Telugu script mostly. There are a 
Dumber of manuscripts written m Canarese and Malay-akin scripts too, 
and some ivrhtezj in Bengali, Uria and Devanagari character. There ore a 
few manuscripts in the Snrada, Kudyanagnri and Roman scripts. There are 
almt a number of manuscripts written on indigppouely manufactured 
[Kijier in the I.kvaimgari character, collected in tfurth India. Our copyists 
havf- made copies of many rawm scripts from other Libraries, especially 
frtim the Government Oriental MSS* Library, Madras. Many of the 
manuscripts, specially the palm leaf ones, were very old and were in a 
dilapidated condition, when they came to tis. But after they came into 
I our posse* idem, we have taken all possible rare to presorve t hem, and wo 
mx j trying to take transcripts of lUetn, so that even if rhogc uro worn out. in 
course of time, a faithful record of them may remain. 

The Catalogue is arranged un* the folk wing plan. It eon tains the 
name of the work, (and within brackets any other name of the work, or 
tlm name of the original complete work, if it is a part of any such), and the 
name of l he author; The shelf-number of thu MS. is then mentioned, (the 
f nutotier is that of the shelf, the Roman letters *haw the row, and 

fclte next number shows the number of the manuscript). The Devanagari 
letter after that shows the script in which the manuscript i* written anti the 
nmnlier following is the number of pages iii the manuscript. Other useful 
information is then given after that, m means that the manuscript is 
**** (incomplete). Many manuscripts after which ibis direction has 
inadvertently been omitted, are nevertheless incomplete. 

A list of man use rip Is collected after the preparation of this catalogue 
is given at the end. An Indus containing an alphabetical list of authors and 
another containing an alphsk»tical lint of at! the works, which are not yet 
l.'tod will k- ironed along with the second part of ihe catalogue. 
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list of abbreviations of scripts used 


3J7 — 3TR3 (Telugu) 
t— [Devinigari) 
W— (Oriya) 

(Canareae) 

^ — %T^ (Malayalam) 
m — (Nai)yatingari) 
sf — ^ (Bengali) 

3TT— (Simula) 

3n^ — Hainan diaracter*. 
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